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FOREWORD

I am delighted to present to you this textbook, which is developed by the Ministry of General 
Education and Instruction based on the new South Sudan National Curriculum. The National 
Curriculum is a learner-centered curriculum that aims to meet the needs and aspirations 
of the new nation. In particular, it aims to develop (a) Good citizens; (b) successful lifelong 
learners; (c) creative, active and productive individuals; and (d) Environmentally responsible 
members of our society. This textbook, like many others, has been designed to contribute to 
achievement of these  noble aims. It has been revised thoroughly by our Subject Panels, is 
deemed to be fit for the purpose and has been recommended to me for approval. Therefore, 
I hereby grant my approval. This textbook shall be used to facilitate learning for learners 
in all schools of the Republic of South Sudan, except international schools, with effect from 
4th February, 2019. 

I am deeply grateful to the  staff of the Ministry of General Education and Instruction, 
especially Mr Michael Lopuke Lotyam Longolio, the Undersecretary of the Ministry, the 
staff of the Curriculum Development Centre, under the supervision of Mr Omot Okony 
Olok, the Director General for Quality Assurance and Standards, the Subject Panelists, the 
Curriculum Foundation (UK), under the able leadership of Dr Brian Male, for providing pro-
fessional guidance throughout the process of the development of National Curriculum and 
school textbooks for the Republic of South Sudan since 2013. I wish to thank UNICEF South 
Sudan for managing the project funded by the Global Partnership in Education so well and 
funding the development of the National Curriculum and the new textbooks. I am equally 
grateful for the support provided by Mr Tony Calderbank, the former Country Director of 
the British Council, South Sudan; Sir Richard Arden, Senior Education Advisor of DfID, South 
Sudan. I thank Longhorn and Mountain Top publishers in Kenya for working closely with the 
Ministry, the Subject Panels, UNICEF and the Curriculum Foundation UK to write the new 
textbooks. Finally, I thank the former Ministers of Education, Hon. Joseph Ukel Abango and 
Hon. Dr John Gai Nyuot Yoh, for supporting me, in my previous role as the Undersecretary 
of the Ministry, to lead the Technical Committee to develop and complete the consultations 
on the new National Curriculum Framework by 29 November 2013.

The Ministry of General Education and Instruction, Republic of South Sudan, is most grateful 
to all these key stakeholders for their overwhelming support to the design and development 
of this historic South Sudan National Curriculum. This historic reform in South Sudan’s edu-
cation system is intended to benefit the people of South Sudan, especially the children and 
youth and the future generations. It shall enhance the quality of education in the country to 
promote peace, justice, liberty and prosperity for all. I urge all Teachers to put this textbook 
to good use. 

May God bless South Sudan. May He help our Teachers to  inspire, educate and transform 
the lives of all  the children and youth of South Sudan.

 

Deng Deng Hoc Yai, (Hon.)

Minister of General Education and Instruction, Republic of South Sudan
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from rents, taxes and fees. Most of the revenue were in the hands of the top clergy, 
archbishops, bishops who had become lazy, worldly and neglectful of spiritual duties. 

Source 2

Composition of the three estates.

The lower clergy or parish priests were poorly paid and overworked. They had 
special privileges. They were exempted from the heaviest royal taxes. They collected 
feudal dues of various kinds from the peasants. They held senior positions in 
the army and in the government. They were thoughtless, irresponsible and lived 
extravagantly. 

The third estate comprised of all the other people of France approximately 97 
percent of the population. This estate was divided into three groups. At the top 
were the bourgeoisie who comprised of city dwelling middle class, merchants, 
manufacturers and professionals such as doctors and lawyers. Most bourgeoisies 
were people of wealth and education. 

The bourgeoisies were manual workers such as labourers and artisans. This group 
received poor wages and lived in crowded areas. The bottom group of the third 
estate was the serfs and peasants. They paid the heaviest taxes and church tithes 
and worked for long hours. They lived in ignorance. This was a very unjust social 
system that greatly exploited the third group of the third estate. This can be 
compared to the social injustices and economic exploitation the South Sudanese 
have suffered under the different regimes of Sudan and the initial countries that 
invaded the area through slave trade. Interestingly, just like the church condoned 
exploitation of the French people, Islamic religion also condoned and justified 
slave trade and subsequent exploitation of the African South Sudanese people.
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(ii) Poor governance

Another cause of the French revolution was the poor government. France had an 
absolute monarchy system of government. Some kings for example Louis XIV, 
was fairly efficient. During the reign of King Louis XV from 1715 to 1774 the 
government drifted. He was a lazy ruler and inefficient. His rule was full of graft 
and waste everywhere. The system of law was not uniform as there were hundreds 
of different courts. Merchants were unable to carry out their businesses because 
of heavy custom duties.

During the Old Regime, there were no individual rights and personal liberties such 
as freedom of speech, press or assembly. Judges were appointed and removed by 
the king. Trials were secret and without a jury. The King ordered imprisonment 
without trial on anyone who displeased him. Some people were imprisoned for 
years without knowing why. 

(iii) Bourgeoisie unrest

Bourgeoisie unrest contributed to the revolution too. The bourgeoisie were unhappy 
because they did not have political power equal to their economic power in this Old 
Regime. They hated the fact that a wealthy bourgeoisie merchant or most brilliant 
bourgeoisie lawyers were socially inferior to the poorest and most ignorant noble 
or priest. The bourgeoisie resented special monopolies given to some companies 
and government interference with merchants’ freedom to buy in foreign countries.

(iv) Ideas of  the thinkers and writers such as Voltaire, Rousseau 
and Montesquieu 

Their ideas greatly influenced and were welcomed by the bourgeoisie. Francois 
Marie Arouet commonly referred to as Voltaire was a crusader against tyranny. He 
defended freedom of speech and religious tolerance. To him, ideal religion would 
teach more morality more than just following rigid rules.

Jean Jacques Rousseau believed that a good government must have the freedoms 
of all its citizens as the most fundamental objective. In his social contract theory 
(Social contract is an agreement between the people of a state and the government of 
a state), Rousseau wrote that “man is born free and everywhere he is in chains. One 
man thinks himself the master of others but remains more of a slave than they are.” 
Baron De Montesquieu believed in separation of powers and that administrative 
powers should be divided into the Executive, Legislature and Judiciary and that 
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They insisted that they should meet and vote as individuals. 
Louis being a weak leader failed to take action prompting the Third Estate to 
declare themselves the National Assembly. This declaration made on June 17th 
1789 was the first act of the French Revolution. The king locked these Third 
Estates representatives out of the meeting place. They met in a nearby tennis court 
on June 20th and made what was known as the Tennis Court Oath. They agreed 
not to adjourn until they had written a constitution for France and adopted it. The 
king gave into the demand of the Third Estate.

2. Riots and violence

King Louis XVI, due to fear, brought large bodies of troops to Paris and Versailles 
where the representatives were meeting. People begun to riot on 14th July 1789. A 
Paris mob stormed and captured the Bastille which was the hated prison Fortress. 
They were searching for weapons. This day is still celebrated as a national holiday 
known as the Bastille Day. The riots led to the formation of a new government in 
the city under the leadership of General Lafayette. The white flag was replaced by 
a tri-colour flag of red, white and blue stripes which is still the flag of France. 

In July and August, the Paris riots spread to the rest of France. Eager to avenge 
old wrongs and old burdens, the peasants attacked monasteries of the Catholic 
Church and manor houses of the rich. They robbed and destroyed government 
offices burning documents which contained records of their rents, feudal dues 
and other obligations. They killed some nobles, their agents and government 
officials especially tax collectors. 

Fig. 1.3: General Lafayette
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3. The end of  the Old Regime

In August 1789, the National Assembly abolished the last remnants of serfdom. 
They cancelled all feudal dues and services of the peasants and repelled the church 
tithe. They removed the special priviledges of the French nobles and clergy 
including tax exemptions. All these changes were included in a decree known as 
the Law of the Fourth of August on 27th August 1789. The representatives adopted 
the Declaration of the Rights of man, a document influenced by the English 
Bill of Rights. This document emphasised equality of all people before the law. 
It advocated for freedom of speech, of the press and of religion. It emphasised 
people’s participation in government and that oppressive governments should be 
resisted. 

4. Reforms in the government

The National Assembly undertook several reforms by passing more than 2000 
laws to correct old abuses. It abolished provinces and divided France into eighty 
three uniform districts called departments. All government officials would be 
elected. Most of the land was bought by peasants who had been renting it. In the 
constitution of the clergy, it was passed that priests and bishops would be elected 
by voters of their parishes. Their salaries would be paid by the government. This 
civil constitution of the clergy though, was a mistake as it turned many people 
against the revolution. 

5. The constitution of  France 1791

The constitution of France was written providing for a limited monarchy with 
separate legislative, executive and judicial branches. Louis XVI together with 
his wife tried to flee to the Austrian Netherlands but they were intercepted and 
brought back to Paris.

6. The end of  the monarchy

In April 1792, Paris was invaded by Prussian and Austrian armies. This led to 
a group of radicals seizing control of the city government and setting up an 
organisation called the “commune”. This organisation mounted pressure on the 
assembly to abolish the monarchy. On August 10th 1792, the assembly by order 
of the commune voted to suspend the office of the king. Troops marched to the 
royal palace, massacred many of the king’s guards and imprisoned Louis XVI and 
his family.
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7. France under the National Convention

The National Convention after representatives being elected held its first meeting 
in September 1792. There were several representatives harbouring diverse 
views ranging from moderates to radicals. Extreme radicals wanted a republic 
representing all the people and not just the middle class. The National Convention 
ruled France by dictatorial methods for three years. The National Convention 
tried King Louis XVI on charges of plotting against the security of the nation. He 
was declared guilty and sentenced to death. He was beheaded by the guillotine on 
January 21st 1793.

8. Exporting the revolution

In 1792, the French army defeated Austrian and Prussian invasion. France 
invaded the Austrian Netherlands and captured Brussels. With those victories 
the National Convention declared that the French armies would liberate all the 
people of Europe from their autocratic rulers. The rest of Europe was alarmed by 
the French decision to export the ideas of liberty, equality and fraternity. Some 
French people were also opposed to this move. Britain, the Dutch, Netherlands, 
Spain and Sardinia joined Prussia and Austria to form a coalition against France. 
France faced several military defeats. French troops were driven out of the 
Austrian Netherlands and France was invaded.

9. Desperate measure

In 1793, the convention set up a public safety to direct the army in crushing 
foreign invaders. It also established a court called “The Revolutionary Tribunal” 
to sought out and try “enemies of the Revolution”. The army carried out massive 
conscription where all men between eighteen and forty five years were eligible 
to military service. The new  army comprised of loyal patriotic men of all classes. 
Despite all these, there continued to be unrest which was intensified by food 
shortage. 

Points to remember

The course of the French Revolution;
1. The meeting of the State General
2. Riots and violence
3. The end of the old regime
4. Reforms in the government
5. The end of the monarchy
6. Exporting the revolution
7. Desperate measures
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Source 5

Read these bullet points.
Discuss what impact you think the reign of terror had 
on different sectors of the population.

Georges Jacques Danton another powerful member of the National Convention 
and Robespierre persecuted not only the moderate members but also extreme 
radicals. Many were led to the guillotine. The reign of terror fell on all, that is, the 
nobles, bourgeoisie, clergy, peasants and even labourers. 

In 1794, Danton felt that the reign of terror had accomplished its purpose and 
should be relaxed but Robespierre became more fanatical, accused Danton 
of disloyalty to the Revolution. Danton and his followers were executed. For a 
hundred days, Robespierre ruled with an iron hand carrying out the policy of 
suppression that aroused fear even among his supporters. Members of the 
convention intervened. In July 1794, Robespierre himself was arrested and then 
guillotined. The reign of terror ended leaving what remained of the moderates in 
control. 

Fig. 1.4: Georges Jacques Danton
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Activity 5:  Impacts of  the French Revolution on Europe
The French Revolution spread revolutionary ideas across Europe. The revolution 
was profound in shaping politics, society, religion, ideas in France and European 
nations. It brought about liberalism. For example in Switzerland, ideas of the 
French revolution of equality of all citizens before the law, equality of languages, 
freedom of thought and faith were useful in creating Swiss citizenship based on 
modern nationality, separation of power, reformed civil and penal law among 
other factors. Historians widely regarded the French Revolution as one of the 
most important events of world history. The upper and lower classes had a clear 
example of what could happen if the social contract broke down. 

The French Revolution led to the migration of thousands of French people who 
were escaping political tension and death. They fled to neighbouring countries 
such as Britain, Germany, Austria and Prussia. These displacements led to the 
spread of the French culture to the places they moved to. Some nations though, 
received these French people with caution. This is because they feared that these 
people brought with them a plot to disrupt their political order. Some European 
countries therefore, increased regulation and documentation of the influx of 
immigrants. Coming closer to home, we can relate this to South Sudan. The 
civil wars in Sudan led to many people being displaced. These people fled to 
neighbouring countries like Kenya and Uganda among others.

The war increased French conquests on European countries to spread the ideas of 
the French Revolution notably ideas of equality, liberty and fraternity. For example 
France conquered Belgium and turned it into a province of France. She conquered 
Netherlands and made it a puppet state. She took control of the German areas on 
the left bank of the Rhine River and established a puppet regime. It conquered 
Switzerland and most of Italy establishing puppet states. France therefore lived 
in glory and money from conquered lands which was used to support the French 
army. It was only after the countries that were now enemies of France, formed a 
coalition that they were able to hold back French successes.

The French Revolution greatly inspired the growth of modern nationalism 
across Europe. Many nations including small German states started harbouring 
great nationalist feelings where countries put emphasis on promoting their own 
interests.
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In Ireland, the French Revolution led to a mass movement by protestant settlers 
to gain some autonomy. This was a mass movement that involved Catholics and 
Protestants. This stimulated reforms throughout Ireland that laid the foundation 
for modern Irish imperialism. This in turn led to the partition of Ireland and 
independence of 26 of its 32 counties.

In Germany, the French Revolution brought liberal and democratic ideas such as 
the end of serfdom and Jewish ghetto. It brought economic freedoms, agrarian 
and legal reforms.  

New  Words

Autocratic   –  It is an organisation that has power and makes decision  
 without asking anyone.

Codification   – The action or process of arranging rules.
Commune   –  The smallest French territorial division for    

 administrative purposes.
Constitution  –  A body of fundamental principles to which a state is   

 acknowledged to be governed.
Directorate   – A section of government department in charge of a   

 particular activity.
Disaster   –  It is a sudden or natural catastrophe that causes great  

 damage or loss of life.
Exile   –  The state of being barred from one’s native country.
Merchant   –  This is a person who buys or sells goods in large quantities
Monarchy   –  It is a form of government in which law-making power is  

 given to a single person, usually holding such authority  
 by birth right and not by merit.

Reign of terror   –  It is a period of time when a ruler controls people in a
    violent and cruel way.
Regime   –  A government, especially an authoritarian one.
Remnant   –  A small minority of people who will remain faithful to  

 God.
Revolt   –  It is to take a violent action against an established   

 government.
Revolution   –  A forcible overthrow of a government or social order, in  

 favour of a new system.
Tith   –  This is a tenth part of one’s income contributed to support  

 the clergy or the church.
Tyranny   –  This is a cruel, harsh and unfair government.
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Point to remember

The Congress of Vienna is also known as Concert of Europe.

The aims of  the Congress of  Vienna in Europe
To ensure peace in Europe is maintained, the Congress of Vienna came up with 
the following aims:
1. To deal with territorial issues of Europe. The Germanic states needed to 

be configured to form a unified Germany just like Italy also had states that 
needed to be put together to form the state of Italy.

2. To restore peace and order in Europe after the Napoleonic wars.
3. To encourage conservative regimes that would renounce the democratic 

ideals of the French Revolution.
4. To ensure free navigation of European rivers.
5. To contain France and her activities in Europe so as to ensure balance of 

power in Europe.

The Achievements of  the Congress of  Vienna in Europe
One of the main aim of the Congress was to ensure a balance of power in 
Europe. The balance of power was therefore achieved when France was 
defeated and the continent of Europe was restored to its former self.

The Congress also created the confederation of Germany by ensuring the 
unification of the Germanic states that were more than 100 in number.

After the defeat of Napoleon Bonaparte, The Russian empire was expanded taking 
part of the modern day Poland, the Baltics and Finland. Napoleon had threatened 
the influence of Austria and Britain on Eastern Europe.

Fig. 2.2: Meeting of  the Congress of  Vienna
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determined to succeed. Metternich on the international scene, ensured that France 
did not create chaos in Europe, the creation of German Confederation under 
Austrian leadership, checked on Russian ambition, removing revolutionary ideas 
in Europe and ensuring that peace prevailed in Europe. He also had a greater 
influence on the creation of a stronger empire of Austria.

Source 1

Use the sources to explain the role that Metternich played in the Congress of Vienna.

The events before the Congress of Vienna that brought conflicts in Europe saw 
France being squarely blamed. The Vienna settlement made France to be given 
barrier states to surround her so that she does not mobilise her forces to distabilise 
Europe again. In the 1830s, France appeared to want to create instability in Europe 
again. She wanted to help Mehemet Ali of Egypt to expand his trade to the Near 
East. A conference was then called in London in1839 and Metternich convinced 
the delegates from Britain, Austria, Prussia and Russia to keep Mehemet Ali in 
Egypt. Metternich also ensured that France was not able to take over Poland and 
that Prussia could not take over Saxony.

Metternich played a great role in developing German Confederation. German 
Confederation was under the leadership of Austria. Austria was under the 
leadership of Metternich who ensured that Austria maintained supremacy in 
the German Confederation. This move ensured that Austria had firmer grip on 
German Confederation.

To maintain the supremacy of Austria, Metternich had to check on the ambition 
of Russia. The Congress of Vienna resolved that Russia should not acquire Poland 
as she had wished to. Russia was still determined to extent her influence in Europe 
and beyond. She wanted to send her forces to fight those resisting Spanish rule 
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in South America. Russia also wanted to dominate the Balkans. Knowing that 
these ambitions were going to bring conflicts in Europe, Metternich was able to 
convincing Russia against these ambitions thus making peace prevail in Europe.

Metternich belonged to the Aristocrat family and as such he was against 
revolutionary ideas sweeping across Europe. He was particularly against liberalism 
and nationalism in Europe. Ideas which meant the doing away with old form of 
government, that is, monarchical regimes. He believed that for peace to prevail in 
Europe, there was need to ensure legitimacy of governments which was possible 
through a well established claim to the throne. He never wanted competitive claim 
to the throne. He was against the democratic process of installing leadership. 

Besides, Austria dominated German and Italian states so she never wanted to 
miss on this status by allowing revolutionary ideas. Metternich passed a decree 
known as Carlsbad Decrees in 1819 to repress against the spread of revolutionary 
ideas. To keep the spread of these ideas in check, in Troppau Protocol of 1820, 
Metternich came up with the idea of Armed-intervention which was to suppress 
any revolutionary movements. Actually, Metternich crushed revolts at Naples and 
Piedmont states. However, an idea whose time has come is hard to stop and so 
when he stepped down in 1848, the ideas of liberalism and nationalism gained 
a lot of momentum. Even though the spread of revolutionary was not stopped, 
Metternich was able to provide a check.
After the end of Napoleonic wars in Europe, Metternich was determined to see 
peace prevail in Europe. He ensured the periodic congresses were held in Europe 
so as to bring powers on the table and iron out their differences before things 
could get out of hand and result in war. He hosted the Congress of Troppau in 
1820 and the Congress of Laibach in 1821. This enabled him to maintain peace 
in Europe.
In Austria, he restructured the administrative system to improve the relationship 
between Vienna and the outlying states. He was open to new ideas but was 
cautious in not to distabilise the old order of things. He never wanted to do away 
with the aristocratic regimes in Europe lest they turn against him.

It is therefore in order to say that Metternich was able to control European political 
affairs. No wonder the period shortly after the Congress of Vienna, a name was 
coined to say that it was the “Age of Metternich”.
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Activity 3:  The contributions of  Talleyrand to the success 
and failure of  Congress of  Vienna

Source 2

How did Talleyrand help in making France 
equal to other nations?

Charles Maurice de Talleyrand was born in 1754 in France in a family of nobles. 
His father Charles Daniel was a soldier in the French army. He had an ambition 
of becoming a soldier but he got an accident which affected his physical mobility 
making him change his career. He was an ordained priest and rose ranks to become 
a Bishop of Autun. He became controversial and accepted the Civil Constitution 
of the clergy. He was one of the consecrators of the new bishops established under 
its provisions. In 1791, Pope Pius VI excommunicated Talleyrand from the church 
after he resigned as Bishop.

Fig. 2.4: Pope Pius VI
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Talleyrand became obsessed with wealth accumulation and these made him go to 
England and United States. He returned to France in 1796 and was made Minister 
of Foreign Affairs of France in 1797. He was known to be a corrupt diplomat who 
would take bribes from the parties involved in a feud. He was forced to resign in 
1799 as the Minister for Foreign Affairs. He also served as the Minister for Foreign 
Affairs under Napoleon Bonaparte. While serving under Napoleon, Talleyrand 
secretly provided information to King Louis XVII. When the monarchy resumed, 
he was again named Foreign Affairs Minister upon the establishment of the 
government on 1st April, 1814. 

Fig. 2.5: Charles Maurice de Talleyrand

The role of Talleyrand in the Congress of Vienna was that of a peacemaker and 
peace protector. When he joined the Congress as French representative, he knew 
that the task ahead was tough as he had to convince delegates and bring France to 
her rightful place. 

Talleyrand was one of the people who signed the Treaty of Paris to end the 
Napoleonic wars. Through his manoeuvres, he was able to convince the parties 
at the treaty of Paris not to make France pay for the damages of war caused by 
Napoleon Bonaparte. He argued that paying the war damages would weaken 
the position of King Louis XVII and give rise to the feelings that Bonaparte had 
among the French citizens.

Talleyrand went to the Congress of Vienna to preserve the dignity of France. He 
did this by trying to disunite the powers of Europe. Realising that great powers of 
Europe were colluding to decide what to be brought before the Congress. Feeling 
threatened, he teamed up with smaller powers to assert herself in the outcome of 
the Congress. This tactic made France to be considered in the Congress.
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While attending the Congress of Vienna, Talleyrand was able to dismantle the big 
powers that had met earlier to decide on what to present before delegates. It was 
agreed that there was no way they could call themselves Allied powers. “Allied 
against who?” posed Talleyrand. This approach made France to be at the same 
level with other European powers.

Talleyrand was also able to form an alliance comprising of Austria, England and 
France to check on the Russian plan on Poland. The powers were each to provide 
15,000 soldiers with Britain adding an equal number if need be. The treaty of this 
alliance was signed by Talleyrand, Metternich and Castlereagh. This act made the 
big powers that had ganged up against France to disintegrate to the happiness of 
Talleyrand.

The image of France in Europe after the Napoleon War and going into the Congress 
of Vienna had been really tainted. Talleyrand had gone to Vienna as the head of 
a power that had lost in the war. France was blamed for all the chaos in Europe at 
that time. Talleyrand in his wisdom was able to change this narrative by calling for 
peace, justice and understanding. His negotiation skills were applauded at home 
in France. 

Activity 4: German Unification in Europe 

Source 3

Look at the cartoon above. What does the source tell you about 
the incentive for ‘countries’ to unify?



25

The causes of  German Unification in Europe 

Germany got unified after the Franco-Prussian war of 1870-1871 under the 
leadership of Otto von Bismarck. Before then, Germany never existed instead 
there were small Germanic states. The causes of her unification therefore are as 
follows:

Fig. 2.6: Otto Von Bismarck

The Prussian military strength. She had wealth which was partly acquired from 
Zollverein policy. This wealth was used to equip the army, buy weapons and pay 
the military well. Otto von Bismarck used this wealth to create a strong army that 
could easily fight and win wars in Europe. Austria was in German Confederation 
when she waged a war against Prussia. Prussia under Bismarck defeated Austria 
and formed North German Confederation. Southern German States had to pay 
Prussia some money so as to enter into a military alliance with them.

The role of Otto von Bismarck who was the president of Prussia. Once he rose to 
power, Bismarck was determined to make Prussia stronger in Europe. He started 
by building a strong army to realise this purpose. As Minister President of Prussia, 
he was able to wage war against Prussia, France and Denmark.

Germanic States admired Prussia due to her economic success and the Zollverein 
policy. Prussia seemed to be a military protector. This attitude of other states 
towards Prussia made them to want to associate with her thus resulting into the 
unification of Germany.
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Prussia and German states enjoyed economic growth in the mid-1850s, boosting 
several natural resources in areas such Rhine. They had improved transport 
infrastructure by construction of a railway line connecting states in the region. 
The terms of workers were also improved making them not to think revolting 
against the government.

The decline of Austria. In 1848 to 1849,  Russia helped Austria overcome 
revolutions. However, during the Crimean war in the 1850s, Austria refused 
to help Russia and this destroyed their relationship. So when Prussia attacked 
Austria, Russia could not help. Bismarck knew that Russia could not help Austria 
so he readily provoked her into war. Economically, Prussia was superior to Austria 
as she lacked enough natural resources.

Nationalism was another reason. This spirit of nationalism was seen in the French 
revolution where it was realised that a people united can pursue a course and 
achieve their desire. The Germans got an inspiration from German nationalism.

The course of  German Unification in Europe

As we had observed earlier, the unification of Germany started in 1871 after the 
Franco-Prussian war. Germany was initially composed of many states which were 
independent of each other. Germany was under the Holy Roman Empire and in 
the 17th Century the two great powers of Prussia and Austria began to expand.

The rule of the Holy Roman Empire ended in the 19th Century when Napoleon 
Bonaparte invaded the empire. After Napoleon’s defeat by European powers, the 
German states in 1815 created German Confederation under the leadership of 
Austria.

The spirit of German nationalism was aroused when France attacked German 
lands. This invasion made them start thinking of a united German state. This period 
coincided with the leadership of the Chancellor of Prussia, Otto von Bismarck who 
was a zealous nationalist. Bismarck dreamt of his Prussia dominating Germany. 
He set out to strengthen his army as well as looking for allies to unify Germany. 
This made her look for Russia which was a former ally to Austria.

The uprising of German nationalists was encouraged and the two territories of 
Schleswig and Holstein from Denmark were taken by Prussia. Austria was also 
interested in the two territories too but going there meant passing through Prussia 
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which was not easy. The other members of the Confederation supported Austria. 
Prussia therefore declared war on the rest of the Confederation members and 
Austria. This war lasted for seven weeks only.

Prussian military was well equipped and better trained than Austrian forces. This 
made Prussians to defeat Austrians. Bismarck became lenient with Austrians for 
fear of retaliation of the defeat they suffered at the hands of Prussian. Bismarck 
never wanted his plan to unify Germany to be interfered with.

Another challenge for Bismarck was how to get the southern states to his side. 
The southerners were overwhelmingly Catholic. They were not militaristic unlike 
Prussians who were Protestants and militants. To bring all German states on his 
side, Bismarck turned to realpolitik where he forged a note that implicated the 
French ambassador to have insulted the Prussian king. When this letter became 
public, the two nations, France and Prussia were ready for a war. 

France declared war on Prussia in July 1870. Up to then, France had the strongest 
military force in Europe. However, Prussia got troops from southern and northern 
Germany having made an alliance with them earlier resulting in a resounding 
defeat of France and the taking away of her two rich provinces of Alsace and 
Lorraine by Prussia.

The challenges of  German Unification in Europe
1. Germany as a nation in as much as it unified, it never united in real sense. 

This difference was seen during the cold war when the West of Germany 
took up the economic ideology of Capitalism while East Germany took 
Communism. This saw the building of the Berlin Wall to separate the two 
sides. This situation developed the feeling of resentment between the two 
sides.

2. Germany was united around Prussia. This made Prussia the dominant state 
in Germany and could not fear any opposition from the smaller states. This 
made Germany unstable due to the fact that other states were considered 
“inferior”.

3. The unification of Germany brought imbalance of power in Europe. France 
was the strongest power and when she was defeated by Prussia and Germany 
unified. She felt bitter and was looking for an opportunity to revenge the 
loss of the war and the two rich provinces of Alsace and Lorraine.    
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Piedmont, Venice, Rome, Genoa, Lombardy, Venetia, Naples, Sicily, Milan among 
others.  The reasons for her unification or Risorgimento (meaning revival) are as 
follows:

The contribution of their leaders such as Count Camilo Benso di Cavour, 
Giuseppe Mazzini, King Victor Emmanuel II and Giuseppe Garibaldi. All these 
were keen to ensure that Italy unified. They were the fathers of unification in one 
way or another. These were notable statesmen who could understand the problems 
of the country and solve them.

Fig. 2.7: Giuseppe Garibaldi

The role of foreign players. The activities of Napoleon Bonaparte evoked the 
spirit of nationalism among the people of Italy. What resulted was the creation of 
a group known as Young Italy by Mazzini.

Another reason was the urge of economic growth during their integration. They 
believed that trade barriers will be eliminated should they come together to form 
a union.
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Fig. 2.8: King Victor Emmanuel II

The course of  Italian Unification in Europe

The course of unification of Italy was championed by the members of the upper 
class. A secret society named Carbonari under Giuseppe Mazzini was formed to 
fight for the unification. Revolutionary attempts were started by Carbonari but 
these were crushed by Austria to the anger of Italians. Later on, Mazzini created 
a group known as Young Italy in 1831 whose main objective was to spread ideas 
of unification of Italy.

There was a period of revolutions in Europe in 1848 which affected the Papal state 
making the Pope to flee from Rome. The end result was the creation of Roman 
Republic by Garibaldi and Mazzini. In 1849, France marched to Rome and 
destroyed the Roman Republic. Austria also attacked Piedmont forcing the king 
to abdicate power. Victor Emmanuel II, his 

Fig. 2.9: Camilo di Cavour

son then took over the leadership of 
Piedmont. Count Camilo di Cavour 
become the Prime Minister of Piedmont 
(kingdom of Sardinia) in 1852 changing 
the course of Italy unification dream a 
reality. Even though Piedmont was a small 
state, it was influential and had a strong 
military might. Cavour introduced 
economic reforms that saw Piedmont 
shine.
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Austria was forced to go to war against Piedmont after the latter caused trouble 
in one of the former’s territory. France helped Piedmont in exchange for Nice and 
Savoy. Austria lost in the war and Prussia mobilised her forces to fight against 
France and Piedmont. This made Italian states to join the war in support of 
Piedmont. Piedmont was able to get Lombardy from Austria at the end of the war.
On the other hand, Garibaldi waged a campaign in Southern Italy unifying the 
states there. The soldiers occupied Sicily and set their eyes on mainland Italy. 
Garibaldi in 1861 met Victor Emmanuel II and this began the process of creating 
a unified Italy. However, not all parts of Italy were united. Rome and Venetia did 
not form its part. Venetia was later annexed in 1866 during the seven weeks’ war 
between Austria and Prussia. In 1870, Rome voted to be part of Italy and became 
the capital in July 1871.

The challenges of  Italian Unification in Europe

There was a concern from the rest of the Italian states who were not impressed 
that most of the senior government and military jobs were taken by mostly the 
Piedmontese. This brought a lot of disquiet among the other states which hoped 
that with the unification, all of them would get equal job opportunities.

Another challenge was the Italian constitution which was the old constitution of 
Piedmont in use. The constitution was secular and liberal in nature not favouring 
regions that were deeply religious such as Naples, Rome, Sicily and Venice. This 
made the new constitution be rejected.

The central state of Italy was very strong. This is not what the small states of Italy 
expected. They wanted stronger federal governments to cater for them at local 
level. This resulted in weakening the national unity of Italy as the system made 
regions to be hostile to one another.

There was also another challenge whereby the Southern states were looked down 
upon by Piedmont. They were seen as savage and corrupt. The northerners 
considered themselves rich due to trade while the southerners considered poor. 
This brought an internal turmoil in Italy. This spoilt the spirit of national unity. 
The Catholic Church also felt bad that some of the Papal states were taken away 
and urged its faithful not to cooperate with the newly formed government.
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Points to remember

Why British used indirect rule?
1. It was a cheap form of administration.
2. British lacked trained personnel to administer the territory.
3. They also had inadequate money to spend on administration.
4. The poor infrastructure of South Sudan made transport and 

communication logistics hard.

Indirect rule was Lord Lugard’s idea who believed it was a cheap form of 
administration and would prevent African resistance. The British also lacked 
trained personnel to administer the territory. They also had inadequate money 
to spend on administration. Another reason for using indirect rule was that the 
infrastructure of South Sudan was poor making transport and communication 
logistics hard. With this, only a few British officers were needed in the territory. 
There was also the belief that native administration would prevent the growth of 
detribalised religious or nationalist movements headed by educated men. Indeed, 
a disadvantage of the system of indirect rule was that it ignored the educated elite 
and did not recognise their ability to run the affairs without British supervision. 
The educated were distrustful of the illiterate chiefs appointed by the British.

In the North, the old families with authority under the Turko-Egyptian rule 
were reinstated and their chiefs were given specific judicial and administrative 
powers. In the South there was a much later assimilation of indigenous structures 
in the administration, mainly because there were hereditary authorities such as 
those of the Shilluk (Collo) and the Azande. In many cases, indirect rule caused 
a “tribalisation” of people who had neither memory nor desire of tribal authority. 
The Chief ’s courts for instance were just as much a colonial convention as an 
indigenous custom.

Point to remember

Condominium: A political territory where two or more states formally agree 
to share sovereignty equally and to exercise their rights jointly.

To establish chief ’s courts was not an easy task where there were no indisputable 
leaders, for example, among the Nuer. Before this time, conflicts were mediated by 
the chief or religious specialists who relied on the support from the community. 
Now, the chiefs and the elderly men were supported by the British and had a 
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personal interest in upholding law and order written by the government. The 
elections of these chiefs was monitored by British officials and in the 1930’s an 
increasing number of chiefs had a military background.

The British tried to impose the system by force. They were successful with Dinka 
of Bahr el-Ghazal, but failed with the Nuer of Upper Nile. Two different models of 
administration were developed, one mobile for the pastoralists in Upper Nile and 
Bahr el-Ghazal a bureaucratic one for the sedentary agricultural communities in 
Equatoria and Bahr el-Ghazal. Native Administration eroded tribal custom and 
authority in the South.

Fig. 4.1: A South Sudanese traditional chief

The British came up with a policy of separation through the Milner Report of 
1920 in which Sudan was to be divided into two distinct territories and frontiers. 
A boundary was drawn along the rivers Baro, Sobat, White Nile and Bahr el-
Ghazal (Kirr). It was also recommended to arrange annual meetings of the three 
governors in the South and not with the other governors of the North.

The result of the policy of separation was the “Closed District Ordinance” in 
1922. Under the provision of passports and permits in 1920, Southern Sudan was 
classified as “Closed districts” resulting in the exclusion of the Northern staffs 
and traders. Moreover, it prevented the Southerners from travelling North to find 
work and education. All the Egyptian and Northern Sudanese Muslim officers 
were withdrawn from the South and local Southern Sudanese were recruited 
instead. Southern Sudanese who lived outside the closed districts (Kordofan, 
Darfur, parts of Kassala and the White Nile provinces) needed a special permit 
to live and work in these areas. Arab style, dressing and  names were prohibited. 
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Chief Cir Rehan, Siricio Iro and Chief Lolik Lado. Some Northern members were 
Mohammed Saleh El Shingeiti, Ibrahim Badri and Habib Abdalla. The governors 
of the Southern provinces were also present.

Fig. 4.2: Sir James Robertson

The Aims of  the Juba Conference of  1947

The Juba conference aimed at measuring:

1. Southern reactions to the recommendations about the proposed unity 
between the North and South.

2. The representation of the South in the proposed Legislative Assembly/
Parliament.

3. The educational policy in the South.

The Juba conference confirmed a major change of British policy which had been 
separation between the North and the South. The condominium government 
argued for a change for these reasons:
(i) Since 1945, economic and educational development had occurred in the 

South.
(ii) It was recognised that the Southern Sudan, because of its history and 

geographical position, should turn more to the Arab world rather than to 
East Africa.

This meant that the Closed Districts order had been abolished.
Despite the British claims that the situation in the South had changed somehow 
since 1945, the Juba Conference underlined how unprepared the Southerners 
were to take part in political discussions on a national level. Many of the Southern 
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representatives did not have the needed educational background and they did not 
have a consistent strategy to safeguard Southern interests during the conference.

There were mixed reactions towards a reversal by the British administrators in 
South. On day one of the Juba conference, all the 

Fig. 4.3: Clement Mboro

Southerners spoke against sending representatives 
to the Legislative Assembly in Khartoum. But on 
the second day, the Southerners had changed their 
m i n d s  an d  a g re e d  t o  t h e  i d e a  o f  s e n d i ng 
representatives to Khartoum.

One of the prominent representatives from the 
South was Clement Mboro, whose changing 
statement from one day to the other underlined 
the lack of professionalism and amateurism of the 
Southerners at the Conference.

The outcomes of  Juba Conference of  1947

The Chairperson asked on the 13th of June why the Southern delegates had 
changed their minds from the previous day. James Tembura replied that judge 
Shingeiti had convinced him that the only way to influence the future government 
of Sudan was to accept unity. They were also interested in having one education 
system, in introducing Arabic to Southern schools to enable Southern Sudanese 
to catch up with the North. The question of the unity of Sudan was, however, not 
decided upon, only postponed, nor was a separate administration for the South 
agreed upon.
As a result of the Juba conference, the Southerners were due to their lack of 
consistent strategy, compelled to participate in the Legislative Assembly.

Following the Juba Conference, the Sudan government allowed senior Northern 
officials to return to the South and Southerners were sent to study in the Gordon 
Memorial College in Khartoum instead of Makerere College in Uganda.
This was the first time Southern Sudanese had been asked their opinion during 
the time of the Condominium. The Southerners came together and South Sudan 
was identified as a region. This in turn resulted in the birth of nationalism in 
Southern Sudan.
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Activity 3:   Anya-Nya Movement (1955-1972)

The factors that led to Anya Nya wars of  1955-1972

The revolutionary tide could not be stopped in Sudan. A group of former Torit 
soldiers together with former policemen deserted and ran into exile. They 
organised themselves and almost empty handed, except for knives and sticks, 
attacked a border police station at Pamoju, near Kajokeji, on the Sudan-Uganda 
border killing a policeman, abducting another and gaining their first fire arms. 
The armed struggle had started. Later, the group withdrew towards the Congo 
border to carry out further preparation and training. The group was joined by 
some of the students and in May 1963, Lieutenant Joseph Lagu of Sudanese army 
joined the camp and gave the group a big boost.

The group started with the destruction of the Tore Bridge in the present Yei district 
at midnight with the hope of, among other things, attracting Sudan’s Armed 
Forces out of Yei. But due to lack of experience, the bridge was not destroyed. The 
bomb did however, attract Sudanese Armed Forces out of Yei town for the first 
exchange of fire.

As the Anya-Nya intensified the armed struggle, the regime of General Abboud 
desperate for survival, accused foreign missionaries of instigating and aiding 
Southerners to rebel. In May 1964, the regime expelled all missionaries from the 
South, which only served to publicise the problem internationally. This was a big 
blow for the Catholic Church, which had not ‘Sudanised’ their clergy, because the 
celibacy vow was largely unacceptable within the Southern Sudanese culture. 

When the caretaker government was formed, a cease fire was declared. This made 
the Anya-Nya soldiers to organise themselves better. Many Northern soldiers 
were losing their lives as a result of improved Anya-Nya attacks and as a result of 
the flow of arms into the South, courtesy of the crumbling Simba armed rebellion 
in the Congo. While escaping from the Congolese national army who were 
supported by white South African mercenaries, the Simba fell into the hands of 
the Anya-Nya fighters who disarmed them at the Sudan-Congo borders before 
sending them empty-handed to the Sudanese towns to take refuge.
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Fig. 4.4: An Anya Nya flag                             Fig 4.5 General Joseph Lagu

In 1965 Jaden and Oduhu, after some disagreement, agreed to replace SANU 
outside with the Azania Liberation Front (ALF) with Kampala as its location. The 
situation among the Southern resistance fighters in the mid 1960’s was however, 
very confusing. The two main military leaders Joseph Lagu and Emilio Tafeng 
fell out and as a result should be exiled politicians were at times arrested by 
the Anya-Nya. The organisation of the armed groups followed ethnic lines and the 
ethnically based and segregated armies were not easy to organise under one 
command.

In 1967, the ALF was replaced by the Southern Sudan Provisional Government 
(SSPG) with Jaden as the leader for a short period. However, he felt wary as he 
was of what he termed the Dinka domination. Later, in 1969, the SSPG changed 
name to Nile Provincial Governement while Joseph Lagu established Anya Nya 
National Organisation.

The year 1969 was full of Southern infighting where Southern politicians went 
in and out of different movements, a fact which again caused confusion among 
ordinary Southerners. It was not until 1970 that Lagu managed to establish the 
South Sudan Liberation Front with a military and political wing. The establishment 
seemed to unite many of the factions referred to previously, and strengthened 
resistance against the Sudan Defence Forces (SDF) in the North. Undoubtedly 
the strength of the Southern Sudanese Liberation Front was one of the reason the 
Addis Ababa Agreement became a reality.

Why was it so difficult for the Southerners to unite under one leader?

Fig. 4.5: 
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the decentralised system of the government of their country, it is hereunder 
enacted: Article 1. This law shall be called the law for Regional Self-Government 
in the Southern Provinces. It shall come into force and a date within a period 
not exceeding thirty days from the date of Addis Ababa Agreement. Article 2. 
This law shall be issued as an organic law which cannot be amended except by 
a threequarters majority of the People’s National Assembly and confirmed by 
a two-thirds majority in a referendum held in the three Southern Provinces of 
the Sudan.

From the article above, discuss in groups how this agreement helped to move South Sudan towards self-
governance. Write a short list of key bullet points.

The terms of  Addis-Ababa Agreement
(i) Southern Sudan was recognised as one autonomous region.
(ii) The areas which were culturally part of Southern Sudan such as Abyei, which 

was administered by the North were to have their fate decided through a 
referendum.

(iii) The Southern region should be governed by a regional assembly and High 
Executive Council. The President of the High Executive Council was to be 
elected by the regional assembly but appointed by the National President.

(iv) The regional government was denied the right to legislate or exercise any 
power over economic planning.

(v) The regional government could raise revenue from local taxation, and 
additional revenue were promised by the central government. The regional 
government had legislative authority on issues of education, health, natural 
resources and police matters.

(vi) The Southern regional government was allowed to legislate in matters of 
mining, but in case of the discovery of oil and natural gas the powers lay 
with the central government.

(vii) The composition of the armed forces should be proportional to the 
population. Anya-Nya fighters should be integrated into the Sudan People’s 
Armed Forces.

The outcomes of  Addis-Ababa agreement

The Addis-Ababa Agreement that was signed in 1972, laid the foundation of 
regional autonomy in Southern Sudan.

The Agreement was welcomed by many people in the South because of war fatigue. 
However, many of Anya-Nya fighters, politicians and the enlightened population 
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in the South were not happy with the speed with which the Agreement (and some 
of its articles) was negotiated.
In North Sudan, the Agreement was also received with mixed feelings. Although 
many welcomed the agreement, others called it a sell-out to the South and swore 
to destroy it at the first opportunity. The Northern politicians, whom Nimeiri had 
overthrown, believed that the Agreement granted too many concessions to the 
South and would result in separation claims. The Muslim brotherhood and others 
who favoured an Islamic state, saw the agreement and the 1973 Constitution into 
which the Agreement was incorporated as an impediment to their kind of Islamic 
state. Others wanted to overthrow the Nimeiri regime, but saw the support gained 
from the South being a hindrance for the overthrow of his regime. This proved 
right when Nimeiri, with Southern help, survived two Muslim coups attempts 
between 1975 and 1976.
The circumstances surrounding the negotiations and the conclusion of the Addis-
Ababa Peace Agreement were seen by many as a repetition of the 1947 Juba 
Conference.
The implementation of the Addis-Ababa Agreement was plagued with political 
rivalry from the first moment.

Activity 6:  The SPLM/A struggle for independence of   
   1983-2005
Source 3

From the source above, briefly discuss the aims of SPLM.

Perhaps as part of his plan of weakening the Southern Sudanese unity or perhaps 
as a warning to Anya-Nya 2, Jaafar Nimeiri ordered in January 1983 the transfer 
of battalion 105 based in Bor to Northern Sudan. The solders refused to move, 
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partly because of Addis –Ababa Agreement that stated that southern solders 
should only serve in the South. 

John Garang, head of the staff college in Omdurman, went to Bor allegedly to 
mediate in the conflict. The Sudanese army attacked Bor in May 1983, which 
resulted in further mutinies and desertions in the South. By July 1983, 2500 
soldiers were in military camps in Ethiopia along the Sudan border in swampy 
place called Bilpham. It was to Bilpham that thousands of Southern Sudanese 
student, peasant, civil servants, police, prison officers and game army units 
flocked to join the rebel training centres. Another 500 remained in the field in 
Bahr-el-Ghazal and in addition there were Anya-Nya 2 troops in military actions 
inside the South. 

Before the formation of the SPLM/A, Aukot Atem had already declared himself 
Chairman of the movement. He appointed Samuel Gai Tut as Minister of Defense, 
Joseph Oduho as Minister of Foreign Affairs, Martin Majier as Minister of Legal 
Affairs and Justice and Dr John Garang as Chief of Staff.

In preparation to meet the Ethiopian authorities, Akuot Atem wrote a manifesto 
of the movement that stated that “the movement’s aim was to fight for the total 
liberation of Southern Sudan”. This proposal was rejected by the Ethiopian 
authorities because it was believed to violate the Organisation of African Unity 
(OAU) charters. It was also against Ethiopian interests to back a separate Southern 
Sudan as Nimeiri was backing a secessionist movement for Eritrea. Ethiopia was 
ready to assist the South, but not on the secessionist ticket. Ethiopia wanted to get 
rid of Nimeiri, but since it had a separist problem in its own backyard, Ethiopia 
did not want to support secessionist movement in the neighbouring country.

Fig. 4.6: Dr John Garang
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The Southern leadership headed by Akuot Atem came back to the refugee camp 
of Itang dumfounded and unable to comprehend what the Ethiopian chief of staff, 
Mesfin, wanted them to do a precondition for soliciting support. Joseph Oduho 
appealed to Dr Garang to write a position paper that would be acceptable to the 
Ethiopian authorities. Dr Garang accepted and wrote the paper that later became 
the SPLM/A Manifesto. The position paper proclaimed the creation of a socialist, 
united and secular Sudan.

The Aims of  the SPLM/A Manifesto
(i) To evolve a Sudanese identify reflective of the Sudan’s multi-ethnic and 

multi-cultural character.
(ii) To build unity of the country on the totality of the components that make 

up Sudan’s historical and contemporary diversities and separating religion 
from the state.

(iii) To restructure power in the center and decentralisation of power by redefining 
the relationship between Khartoum and the regions and devolving more 
powers to the regions.

(iv) To foster democratic governance in which equality, freedom, economic 
and social justice and respect for human rights are not mere slogans but 
concrete realities.

(v) To promote environmental and sustainable development.

Dr John de Mabior Garang was elected leader of SPLM/A in Itang in August, 
1983. Dr Garang was younger and educated than his rivals. Immediately after 
the naming of Garang as the Chairman of SPLM and Commander in chief of the 
SPLA, he appointed members of the top leadership of the Movement called the 
Politico-Military High Command (PMHC).
Having launched the Sudan Peoples’ Liberation Movement/Army the next step 
was the recruitment, training and arming of soldiers. Between 1983 and 1984 the 
SPLA depended almost entirely on its arms and ammunition brought from the 
uprisings and arms captured on battle grounds from the Sudanese army. These 
were supplemented with military supplies from the Ethiopian regime. After some 
time, Libya became strong and committed arms supplier of the SPLA.

By 1985, the SPLA was able to assemble a formidable force capable of confronting 
the Sudanese Army. The Sudan Army on the other hand pledged their unconditional 
loyalty to Nimeiri. Nimeiri offered a peace package based on the 1972 Addis-
Ababa Agreement and offered Dr Garang the position of Vice President and to 
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SPLM/A of South Sudan and National Congress Party, NCP of Sudan together to 
end the civil war that had lasted for more than 22 years.

Source 4
Compliance of the National Congress Party with CPA Articles on Power 
and Wealth Sharing 
Overall, key commissions agreed to in the CPA have not been established: The 
National Human Rights Commission, the Civil Service Commission, and the 
National Electoral Commission among others. The Commission for the Rights 
of non-Muslims in the National Capitol has been announced, but not set up. 
The SPLM and Power Sharing at the National Level
 At the national level, the CPA designated three clusters of ministries 
(sovereignty, economic sector, and services sector). The SPLM was to share 
“equitably and qualitatively” in each cluster to ensure that southerners were 
not handed the least influential and least sought-after ministries, far from the 
center of power, as has happened in the past—characteristically, southerners in 
government were appointed to head ministries such as Wildlife and Tourism, 
Animal Resources, and Transportation. The SPLM was to receive 28 percent 
of executive branch positions, but the parties had an unwritten understanding 
that the SPLM would receive the finance or energy ministry, the two most 
important ministries in the economic cluster. It received neither. Nor did it 
receive the top ministries, such as defense, interior and justice, in other clusters. 
The most important ministry in all three clusters the SPLM received was the 
foreign ministry, but although a former southern rebel heads this ministry, 
neither he nor the SPLM controls it: The former bureaucracy is almost entirely 
still in place.

From the source above, discuss how SPLM gained from the Peace Agreement.

A number of protocols between SPLM/A and NCP were signed in Kenya in the 
towns of Machakos and Naivasha. The leader of SPLM/A was Dr. John Garang 
while the Government of Sudan (GoS) was Omar al-Bashir. The areas of concern for 
this negotiation was the formation of the Government of National Unity (GoNU) 
and a Government of Southern Sudan (GoSS). Six series of peace protocols were 
signed between 2002 and 2004 describing what had to be done. The protocols 
discussed issues such as the setting up of an integrated army, equitable sharing 
of oil revenues and a referendum to be held in six years to determine the issue of 
secession of the South.
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Fig. 4.7: The signing of  CPA between SPLM/A and NCP

The protocols were to be implemented in two stages: 
1. A six month pre-interim period, where the CPA was incorporated in the 

transitional constitution.
2. A six year interim period ending in a referendum to decide if the South will 

become independent and whether Abyei was to be incorporated into the 
South. 

Challenges that faced the implementation of  the CPA 

The implementation of the CPA had many challenges such as:
(i) The untimely death of Dr. Garang who was the driving force behind peace 

negotiations. He was replaced by Salva Kiir.
(ii) The NCP rejected the findings of a commission set up to determine the 

border of Abyei. The International Court of Justice ruled that Abyei was in 
South Sudan. This ruling was rejected by NCP.

(iii) The NCP rejected the demarcation of the north-south border impacting on 
oil revenue sharing, national elections and the referendum.

(iv) The NCP delayed considerably to fund the national census which was 
central to the national elections during the interim period.

(v) The central government was not transparent about the oil revenue sharing.
(vi) Both the SPLM/A and the Sudanese Armed Forces were slow to redeploy 

their forces, meaning that a big number of troops were located close to each 
other near the contested border areas.

(vii) There was generally a lack of commitment to quickly and sensibly implement 
the CPA by the central government. This made SPLM to withdraw her 
representatives in parliament in 2008.

(viii) There was inadequate institutional capacity for the GoSS officials to 
effectively run the government. This greatly affected service delivery for the 
citizens of Sudan.
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Activity 8: The effects of  the armed struggle from 1983-2005 on  
  South Sudanese
(i) It led to loss of lives of the people. 
(ii) Destruction of property. Many soldiers and civilians lost their lives during 

the war.
(iii) The armed struggle led to emergence of refugees who fled to various 

countries running away from wars in South Sudan. The refugees ran to 
neighbouring countries. There were also Internally Displaced People, IDPs.

(iv) It led to granting of independence to South Sudan.
(v) This struggle was able to give rise to charming leaders who led and 

enlightened the Southerners well creating political awareness to them.

Activity 9:  The post-independence challenges and the importance  
  of  peace
(i) There has been conflicts with Sudan as they fight over oil wells.
(ii) Domestic challenges. Most of the top leadership of South Sudan still have 

military mentality making them possess dictatorship characters.
(iii) Corruption has reached unprecedented levels among top government 

officials.
(iv) There has been leadership wrangles among top government officials. 

President Salva Kiir Mayardit has had a difference with his Vice-President 
Riek Machar.
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New  Words

Aristocratic   –  Someone whose family has social rank.
Amateurism  –  Anyone who accepts money or prizes when taking part in 

sports.
Celibacy  –  The state of abstaining from marriage and sexual relations.
Conference  –  A common meeting of people with a shared interest.
Dictatorship  –  It is a social situation where one person makes all the rules 

and decisions without input from anyone else. 
Ethnic  –  People who have the same customs, religion or language.
Exile  –  It is the state of being barred from once native country.
Fathom  –  To understand something after much thought.
Fatigue  –  Extreme tiredness resulting from mental of physical 

exertion or illness.
Mediate  –  Intervene in a dispute in order to bring about an agreement 

or reconciliation.
Peasant  –  It is a poor person of low social status who works on the 

land.
Permit  –  To allow something to happen.
Protocol  –  A system of rules governing affairs of state.
Rebellion  –  An act of armed resistance to an established government 

or leader.
Recruit  –  To find suitable people and get them to join a company, an 

organisation or a company.
Referendum  –  It is a vote in which all the people in a country are asked to 

give their opinions.
Refuge  –  It is a place to flee to in order to get away from people or 

places that are unsafe.
Solicit  –  To ask for something from someone.
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Source 2

From the sources above, do you think leaders use 
democracy as a free ticket to oppress citizens or do they 
have the best interest of the people at heart? Explain your 
answer. From the second source, suggest some more 
qualities that distinguishes a good leader from the rest.

In a democratic government people are involved in decision making through 
a majority vote. That is the reason why democracy is sometimes referred to as 
the rule of the majority. The one time United States of America president and 
statesman, Abraham Lincoln simply referred to democracy as “a government of 
the people, by the people and for the people”.

There are two types of democracy;
(i) Direct democracy
(ii) Indirect democracy
The first type is direct democracy where citizens are directly involved with 
creating laws or in decision making. The second type of democracy is indirect 
democracy also referred to as representative democracy in which citizens elect 
representatives who create laws and make decisions on their behalf. Democracy 
consists of four key elements namely:-

(a) Free and fair elections. In a democracy, leaders must be chosen through free 
and fair elections. 

(b) Active participation of citizens. In a democracy there must be active 
participation of the citizens in politics and in civic life.

(c) Protection of the human rights and freedoms of all citizens.
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in Athens and laid foundation upon which Athenian democracy developed. 
Athenians democracy was a direct democracy. Any citizen could speak to the 
group to persuade them of their way of thinking. The assembly had to have at 
least 600 citizens in attendance. The assembly met several times in a month and 
its functions included declaring war, granting citizenship, appointing generals 
among others. 

Points to remember

• Athens were ruled by an archon instead of a king.
• ‘Demokratia’ rule of the people.
• Athenias democracy was a direct democracy.

Another unique feature of democracy in Athens was the use of lottery to appoint 
nearly public officials. Appointments by lot and short terms of office allowed more 
Athenians to participate in the government sometime in their life. It also limited 
the ability of a person or group to gain too much power.

In Athens, all eligible citizens were allowed to speak and vote in the assembly 
which set the laws of the city state. Athenian citizenship excluded women, slaves, 
foreigners, non- landowners and men under the age of 20 years. In 404 B.C. 
Athens surrendered to the city state of Sparta. The city of Sparta in Greece also 
elected their leaders from 700 B.C. 

The elections in Sparta were done by range voting and shouting. This means 
candidates presented themselves and as they started walking to the court, those 
who received the loudest shouts and applause were declared winners. Aristotle 
called this “childish” as compared with the stone voting ballots used by Athenians. 
Spartans however used this method to prevent any bias voting, buying or cheating 
that was predominant in earlier democracies. To them this method was also 
simple and transparent. Democratic practices persisted until the Macedonian 
army conquered Athens in 338 B.C. In 200 B.C., Rome conquered Macedonia 
and therefore, controlled Athens under Roman rule. The archons continued to be 
elected as the highest officials in Athens.
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Fig. 5.3: Cleisthenes

In the rest of Europe, democracy emerged as people resisted power being 
unequally distributed in society. In the ancient times, the Catholic Church had a 
lot of power in Europe for hundreds of years. In the 16th Century, the power of the 
church began to weaken primarily because people wanted change. They doubted 
that the Catholic Church advocated the Christian faith. This is because most of 
its activities were about more power and money. This period became known as 
the Reformation which led to the split of the church and the formation of the 
protestant movement. Sweden for example, left the Catholic Church in the 16th 
Century and became protestant. 
In the 18th Century a movement called the “Enlightenment” emerged in Europe. 
People inspired by scientific advances started to criticise the church. Thinkers and 
writers for example the French men Charles Louis de Montesquieu advocated 
for the split of power into different parts for a good balance. The parts were the 
legislature, the executive and the judiciary.

Another significant event in the development of democracy in Europe was the 
French revolution in 1789. During this revolution, French people rose up against 
their monarchical kings. The French people were inspired by the Enlightenment 
ideas that power comes from the people and that no person is worth more than 
the other. However, just like in Greece (Athens) it was only male citizens who 
were allowed to vote and make decisions. In the 19th Century, the idea of socialism 
developed. It was advocated by Karl Marx. According to socialism, equality and 
justice should prevail for all people. These ideas grew and spread widely with calls 
for equality and justice to also encompass women. 
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A wave of nationalism swept the European continent in the 19th Century 
transforming its countries. Some newly formed countries for example Germany 
and Italy were formed by uniting various regional states with a common “national 
identity”. Other nations such as Greece, Serbia, Poland, Romania and Bulgaria 
were formed by nationalist uprisings against the Ottoman Empire and Russia. The 
spirit of nationalism is what defined these countries.

The French revolution also paved way for modern nationalism across Europe. 
The revolutionary armies carried the slogan of “liberty, equality and fraternity 
brotherhood” and ideas of liberalism and national self determination. The 
Enlightenment period that existed during this period emphasised national 
identity. A German G.W Friedrich Hegel argued that, a sense of nationality was 
the cement that held modern societies together in the age when dynasties and 
religious allegiance were in decline. 

This growth of nationalism in Europe created a strong resentment of what was 
regarded as foreign rules among many nations. There began nationalist agitation. 
This led to revolutions as countries struggled to acquire a national character. 
Some of these reputations included the Serbian revolution (1804 to 1817), the 
Greek war of independence against the Ottoman Empire (1821 to 1829) and the 
Belgian revolution of independence from Netherlands in 1839. Over the next two 
decades the spirit of nationalism became powerful, inspired by nationalist writers 
who championed the cause of self determination. 

Many other nationalist revolts broke out across Europe. National identity also 
became a concern for racial, ethnic or linguistic groups throughout Europe as 
people rose against discrimination. An Italian nationalist Giuseppe Mazzini 
claimed “your country is the sign of the mission God has given you to fulfill 
towards humanity”. It is important to note that the spirit of nationalism made 
European countries to take a more offensive and antagonistic stance towards 
competitors. In as much as it liberated European nations from exploitative and 
oppressive rule, it contributed to societal evils such as colonialism by European 
countries, the holocaust (elimination of the Jews by Adolf Hitler of Germany) and 
1st and 2nd world war among others.
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governments were elected by male suffrage (only men voted). Secret ballot voting 
was established in the 1830s. Female suffrage (allowing women to vote) was 
achieved from the 1890s after the two world war as this varied among countries. 
These liberal democracies established during this period respected individual 
rights and freedoms enshrined in their constitution. There were limits though 
to rights and freedoms for example limits to anti democratic speech. During the 
cold war restrictions applied to communists.

In Britain, liberalism led to the formation of the Liberal Party in the 19th Century. 
The party’s liberal programs became the model for liberal political parties 
throughout Europe. It was the liberal movement in Europe that propelled the long 
campaigns that abolished slave trade in 1807 and slavery throughout Britain’s 
dominions in 1833. Liberal Party governments broadened franchise to reduce 
limitations on who should vote. 

In 1868, William Gladstone became British Prime Minister forming the Liberal 
Party government. He made several reforms. He de-established the church 
of Ireland and introduced voting by ballot. His political doctrines emphasised 
equality of opportunities, free trade and free economic policies. This came to 
be known as glastonian liberalism. The policies and reforms made him popular 
amongst the working class who referred to him as “The people’s William”.

In France, after the French revolution the government pursued liberal ideas. 
They abolished feudal priviledges and modernised institutions inherited from 
the ancient regime. In 1871, popular participation in government was increased. 
Contemporary liberalism in Europe supports broad tradition of individual 
liberties and advocates for a constitutionally limited democratic and accountable 
government. To modern liberalism, the government should alienate poverty 
and social problems. Modern European liberals favour limited government 
intervention in the economy. They therefore advocated for competitive individual 
ownership of means of production or capitalism. 

Modern liberalism is not completely collectivist. It has elements of both collectivist 
and individualistic. Modern liberalism focuses on creating a fair society rather 
than catering to a particular identity group or social class. Liberalism today 
favours state intervention through social welfare and affirmative action programs 
to address some of the issues that arise due to capitalism. 
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rather than destroy them. Strong institutions for example an efficient and effective 
judiciary will enhance legitimacy of the democratically enhanced leaders and 
international support. African countries’ economics and politics need openness, 
competition, accountability and predictability. 

Liberal democracy should be measured in economic and level of human 
development. The determinant factors of liberal democracies include literacy 
and life expectancy among others. There should be a strong civil society to 
monitor promotion and respect of individual rights and freedoms. There should 
be a relationship between state and society, class structure, political culture and 
linkage to international system. Political environment should breed confidence 
to attract foreign investment and retain the capital of domestic elites. Liberal 
democracy thrives where there is peace, stability, low transaction cost and a rule 
of law. Liberal democracy requires workable physical infrastructure such as good 
roads. There should be effective investment in basic public education and health. 

Liberal democracy provides the best means for restoring state integrity and societal 
peace. Political decay can be arrested through real democratisation. Liberal 
democracy in Africa is much more likely to provide accountability, transparency, 
rule of law and ethnic inclusiveness necessary for broad legitimacy and political 
stability. State building and democracy building should be simultaneous and 
complementary tasks. For example, South Sudan that became Africa’s newest 
state in 2011 after breaking away from Sudan has a task to build the state. This 
should be done hand in hand with establishing liberal democracy. Democracy 
should involve all groups in a country.
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The Cold War

Introduction

The Cold War, refers to the rivalry that developed between the USA and her 
allies on one hand and the USSR and her allies on the other hand. It developed 
after World War II and was referred to as the ‘Cold War’. This is because it was 
not fought with weapons, but with words and propaganda. The two powers also 
provided military and financial aid to the enemies of the opposing blocs.

The USA and the USSR rose to world prominence during World War II. Their 
involvement in the war contributed to Germany’s defeat and though united 
during the war, the alliance did not last long. Their relations soon turned into a 
Cold War which lasted between 1945 and 1991.

The Cold War was characterised by:

(i) Hostile USA-USSR relations.
(ii) The build-up of arms by both powers.
(iii) Mutual suspicion between USA and USSR.

Point to remember

Cold war was the rivalry that developed between the USA and her alies on 
one hand and the USSR and her alies  on the other hand. It was refered 
to as a ‘Cold War’ because it was not fought with weapons, but words and 
propaganda.

Activity 1:  Causes of  the Cold War

The Cold War was caused by the following reasons:

(a) Ideological differences

 Mutual suspicion, based on ideological differences, developed between the USA 
and her allies and the USSR and her allies. The USA was capitalist while the USSR 
was communist. The USA feared that the USSR would spread communism in 
Western Europe and other parts of the world. During the 1945 Potsdam Conference 
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in Germany, the USA President, Harry Truman, tried to threaten Stalin, the USSR 
leader, of USA’s and Britain’s possession of the atomic bomb. Consequently, the 
USSR was determined to counter the threat by expanding her influence into 
Western Europe. She installed communist governments in countries she had 
already occupied by the end of World War II. By 1949, Albania, Bulgaria, Poland, 
Romania, Czechoslovakia and Hungary were already communist. The USA and 
her allies therefore wanted to put an end to the spread of communism.

Fig. 6.1: Harry Truman

(b) USA’s military advancement

 By 1945, the USA was the only country in the world that possessed atomic 
weapons. This created fear in the communist world and the USSR thus took a 
very tough line in dealing with the crises such as the Greek civil war that occurred 
in the 1940’s. This increased tension between the two opposing blocs.

(c)	 European	conflicts	in	the	late	1940’s

 A number of conflicts occurred in the late 1940’s which increased tension between 
the USA and the USSR. The Greek Civil War (1944-1950) and the Berlin Airlift 
(1948-1949) are examples of such conflicts.

(d) Disarmament

 After 1945, the Allied powers held several conferences in Europe and the USA. 
The main concern then was the maintenance of peace and security in the world in 
order to avoid the occurrence of another war. The USA was particularly concerned 
with the manufacture and use of dangerous weapons.
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In 1946, the UN established the Atomic Energy Commission to discuss ways 
and means of developing peaceful uses of atomic energy and of preventing its 
use for the purposes of aggression. The US thereafter proposed a plan for the 
international control of atomic energy to the UN. The plan was subsequently 
accepted by the western powers. The USSR and her allies rejected it and insisted 
that nations that are in possession of atomic weapons should destroy them before 
the plan for inspection could be effected. The disagreement between the USA and 
the USSR over the issue of disarmament increased the tension between them. 
Both nations therefore continued to increase their stock piles of atomic weapons. 
In 1949, the USSR exploded its own atomic bomb.

(e) UN domination by western powers

 The domination of the UN by western powers intensified the tension between the 
USA and the USSR. The USSR resolved to use the veto as a weapon to fight the 
West and to reassert herself in the UN.  A proposal by the USA to limit the veto 
power was rejected by the USSR. This in essence meant that most proposals that 
originated from the USA could not be passed because of the USSR’s use of the 
veto.

(f) Berlin Wall

 The Berlin Wall was constructed in 1961 by East Germany in order to prevent 
any form of interaction between the residents of East and West Berlin. This was 
done out of fear that the residents of East Berlin would be exposed to the higher 
standards of living in the West. They feared this would cause the east Berliners to 
hate communism.

The wall was guarded. The construction of the Berlin Wall heightened tension 
between the two power blocs and almost led to war.

During the cold war each power established and strengthened ties with the nations 
that were allied to her.

The following are some of the steps that both the USA and the USSR took in order 
to strengthen their ties with their allies.
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(a) USA

(i) Marshall Plan

 In July 1947, the USA Secretary of State for

Fig. 6.2: General George C. Marshall 
together with others established the 

Marshall Plan

 
Colonies, George C. Marshall convened a 
meeting of representatives of sixteen 
European states in Paris, France. During 
the meeting, they drew up a joint request 
to the USA government for economic 
assistance to enable them rebuild their 
economies. The USA Congress subsequently 
passed the Foreign Assistance Act which 
established the European Recovery 
Program or the Marshall Plan. Under the 
Marshal l  Plan,  the  USA provided 
economic assistance to the western 
European nations that had been devastated 
by war. Initially, a sum of $5.3 billion was 
set aside for the programme. By 1950, Western Europe was economically 
stable.

(ii) North Atlantic Treaty Organisation (NATO)

 NATO, a military alliance of the USA and other western powers was formed on 
4th April 1949. The members of the organisation were Britain, Belgium, Canada, 
Denmark, Iceland, Italy, Luxembourg, the Netherlands, Norway, Portugal and 
the USA. Other western European states joined later. The members pledged to 
assist each other militarily in the event of armed aggression against any one of 
them. NATO later set up specialised military organs such as the Defence and 
Military Committee to ensure the overall security of western Europe. NATO 
has its own armed forces and is still in existence.
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(iii)  Truman Doctrine (1947)

Source 1

In what ways would the continuation of chaos in Western Europe be beneficial 
to the Soviet Union.

 The Truman Doctrine, named after the President of the USA then, Harry 
Truman, aimed at assisting both militarily and economically nations that were 
threatened by communist subversion.

  In 1947, Harry Truman declared before the USA Congress that the USA would 
support ‘free peoples’ whenever their freedom was threatened. Consequently, 
the Truman Doctrine was proclaimed by the Congress. The USA thereafter 
began to provide military and financial aid to any country threatened by a 
communist aggressor. The Truman Doctrine is widely considered to have 
triggered the official eruption of the Cold War.

(b)  USSR

(i) Cominform (1947)

 The Cominform or the Communist Information Bureau was established by 
the USSR in 1947. It was supposed to co-ordinate the activities of communist 
parties throughout the world.
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leadership abilities that the French were defeated. Soon after, the Communists 
began to steadily extend their influence to the south where their soldiers, ‘the 
Vietcong’ continued to operate.

Fig. 6.3: Ho Chi Minh

The USA was worried that South Vietnam would also fall under communism, 
thus began to give her military assistance. In the early 1960’s, the USA committed 
herself to a full scale war against the Vietcong.  A long and costly war then ensued. 
Following negotiations, the USA accepted a humiliating withdrawal in 1973. 
However, the war continued until 1975 when Vietnam was formally re-unified 
under communist rule.

The following factors contributed to USA’s ‘defeat’:

1. The Vietcong employed guerilla war tactics which disadvantaged the 
Americans.

2. The Americans were not familiar with the terrain.
3. The peasant population in the south at times fought alongside the Vietcong, 

as they had promised them land reforms once the struggle against the 
Americans was over.

4. The Vietcong received military assistance from North Vietnam, China and 
the USSR.

5. The South Vietnamese people disliked the USA soldiers as they were 
foreigners. They detested their presence in their country.

6. Public opinion in the USA was opposed to the Vietnam war. The war was in 
any case too costly and thus the USA government had to withdraw.

Cuba

The USA and the USSR clashed in Cuba during the late 1950’s and the early 
1960’s.  In 1959, Fidel Castro had come into power in Cuba after ousting General 
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Batista with the support of the USSR. The USA had supported General Batista 
and even tried to remove Fidel Castro from power. The USA was opposed to 
Castro’s nationalisation programme which affected her investments in Cuba. The 
USA also opposed Castro’s socialist policies.

Fig. 6.4: Fidel Castro

In 1961, the USA President, John F. Kennedy, supported the invasion of Cuba by 
Cuban exiles who were opposed to Castro. The ‘Bay of Pigs invasion’ was not only 
a failure, but it also strengthened Castro’s alliance with the USSR.

In 1962, USA’s spy planes spotted rocket sites in Cuba. The USA then realised that 
the USSR was equipping Cuba with missiles which could fire far into the USA. 
President Kennedy demanded that the USSR remove her missiles and imposed a 
blockade on all communist military ships approaching Cuba to prevent her from 
receiving new missiles. He also demanded the removal of the weapons. On 28th 
October 1962, the USSR leader, Khrushchev, obliged. The USA in turn lifted the 
blockade on Cuba and the crisis came to an end.

Europe

In Europe, the conflict between the USA and the USSR occurred in Greece and 
Germany.

(a)	 Greek	Civil	War	(1944-1950)

 During the Second World War, the Greek government was toppled and exiled. 
It returned with British support but was rejected by a powerful communist 
guerilla movement which was assisted by the USSR. This led to a prolonged 
war. The communists were supported by the USSR and other communist 
states such as Bulgaria, Albania and Yugoslavia while the Monarchists were 
supported by Britain and the USA. 
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 In 1947, the USA congress voted for funds to assist the Monarchists. The 
Congress also ratified the Truman Doctrine which, as earlier explained, stated 
that the USA would use her resources to stop the spread of communism in the 
world. USA’s assistance led to a monarchist victory and in 1950 a democratic 
government was elected.

(b)	 Berlin	Blockade	(1948-1949)

 After the surrender of Germany in 1945, the country was divided and 
administered into four zones of occupation. Britain, USA, USSR and France 
each occupied a zone.

  The capital, Berlin, which lay deep inside the Soviet zone was divided into 
two sectors, a western one, under the western powers, and an eastern one 
controlled by the USSR. In a bid to force the western powers out of West 
Berlin, Josef Stalin cut off all rail and road links with Berlin.

Fig. 6.5: Joseph Stalin

  The west began to airlift supplies of food, clothing and other essential 
commodities to the residents of West Berlin. The blockade lasted for almost 
a year and drove the two blocs further apart. In May 1949, the USSR lifted 
the blockade. By then the USA Airforce had made about 300,000 flights into 
Berlin. During the peak of the blockade more than 8,000 tonnes of supplies 
were transported into Berlin daily.
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  From the above discussion, we can conclude that Europe had been divided 
into two opposing blocs, the capitalist west and the communist east. The two 
were divided by an ‘iron curtain,’ an impenetrable barrier that geographically 
divided Europe down the middle between capitalist and communist states. 
The artificial division of Europe worsened international relations.

Angola

Angola gained independence from Portugal in 1975 under the Soviet and Cuban 
backed MPLA (Movement Popular de Libertacao de Angola-Popular Movement 
for the Liberation of Angola) of Agostinho Neto. Soon afterwards, the country 
was plunged into a civil war. Two regional parties the FNLA (Frente Nacional de 
Libertacao de Angola-National Front for the Liberation of Angola) and UNITA 
(Uniao Nacional Para a Independencia Total de Angola-National Union for the 
Total Independence of Angola) opposed the government. The FNLA was led by 
Holden Roberto while UNITA was led by Jonas Savimbi. Both the FNLA and 
UNITA were supported by the USA.

Fig. 6.6: Holden Roberto

From 1989, the USSR began to reduce her assistance to Angola. This paved way 
for democratic processes which led to elections whereby both the MPLA and 
UNITA participated.
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1955 Leaders of Britain, France, the USA and the USSR met in Geneva, 
Switzerland to discuss the reduction of the arms race. Though 
no major decisions were arrived at, the atmosphere was cordial.

1963 Britain, USA and the USSR signed the Nuclear Test Ban Treaty, 
which banned nuclear tests under the sea, above the ground and 
in the atmosphere. Only underground tests were allowed.

1968 The Non-Proliferation Treaty was signed by the super powers 
and other countries. The treaty aimed at preventing the spread 
of nuclear weapons to the non-nuclear powers.

1972 The USA and the USSR signed the Strategic Arms Limitation 
Talk (SALT). In return for the agreements on arms limitation, 
the USSR promised to allow more freedom to dissidents (anti-
government groups) Jews and certain minority groups in the 
country.

1985 In March, Mikhail Gorbachev became the President of the 
USSR and soon embarked on basic reforms known as glasnost 
(openness) and perestroika (economic reconstructing). In 
November, Gorbachev and the USA President, Ronald Reagan, 
met in Geneva and re-opened negotiations on the Strategic 
Arms Reduction Talks.

1991 Mikhail Gorbachev and George Bush Senior signed the Strategic 
Arms Reduction Talks (START) treaty which limited each side 
to six thousand war heads.

Table 6.1: Events that led to the end of  the Cold War

By 1990, the Cold War had eased.  East and West Germany had been reunited in 
October 1989 under Chancellor Helmut Kohl. The USSR was also on the verge of 
collapse, after the secession of most of its states. The collapse of the USSR finally 
ended the Cold War. Some of the former communist states in Eastern Europe, for 
example, Ukraine and Poland joined NATO.
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Activity	4:			Effects	of 	the	Cold	War
Source 3

For the USA, the USSR and the world identify some of the failures and 
successes of the cold war.

(i) The two powers confronted each other in various parts of the world. Though 
they had fought on a united front during the First and the Second World 
War, their co-operation ceased after 1945.

(ii) There was insecurity throughout the world as both powers used any means 
at their disposal, including force, to spread their ideologies.

(iii) The Cold War led to an arms race between the two powers, as each wanted 
to outdo the other in military technology.

(iv) It led to advancement in space exploration. In 1961, Yuri Gagarin orbited 
the earth. John Glenn of the USA orbited the earth three times in 1962. In 
1968, three US astronauts, Neil Armstrong, Edwin E. Aldrin Jr. and Michael 
Collins landed on the moon. The Star Wars also termed as Strategic Defence 
Initiative (SDI) came up. The aim was to set up stations in space, which, 
with the use of radar and laser beams, would destroy enemy missiles after 
they had been launched before they could cause any damage. The USSR 
condemned the SDI arguing that it was an extension of the war into space.

(v) It led to the space race. After World War II, the powers embarked on the 
development of rockets which they could use to explore the outer space. 
The USSR launched their first rocket, the Sputnik in 1957 and this led to 
competition for further developments between her and the USA.
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(vi) The Cold War in some instances led to actual armed conflict as evidenced 
in Korea and Vietnam.

(vii) It led to a competition for world dominance between the two powers. Most 
of the crises or wars which occurred during the 1950’s and 1960’s had their 
origin in the Cold War.

Fig. 6.7: Former USA President John  F. Kennedy

Activity	5:			Non-aligned	Movement

Non-Alignment is a foreign policy approach or strategy that was adopted by a 
number of states, drawn mainly from the developing countries of Africa, Asia, 
and the Middle East in their relations with other states in the international 
community. When a state is non-aligned, it means that she has the freedom to 
decide to support or withdraw support for any other country on any issue. The 
non-aligned strategy therefore, does not encourage permanent support or alliance 
between states on international issues. It is also 

Fig. 6.8: Gamal Abdel Nasser

important to note that being non-aligned 
does not mean non-involvement or non-
participation in all matters that are of concern 
to the international community.

Apart from the countries of Africa, Asia 
and the Middle East, a number of European 
countries also adopted the non-aligned 
strategy. They not only avoided having 
permanent alliances with any of the super 
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(iii) The existing tension between socialist China and capitalist USA. They feared 
the tension could threaten peace in the region.

(iv) The members discussed the issue of colonialism. They vowed to do 
everything at their disposal to ensure that all countries were freed from 
colonial domination.

In 1961, another meeting was held in Belgrade, Yugoslavia. It was attended by 25 
heads of state and government. In 1973, a Non-aligned Movement Co-ordination 
Bureau was set-up in Belgrade.
The seventh summit of the Non-aligned Movement was held in New Delhi, India 
in 1983 and was attended by representatives from 101 member states. Since then 
other meetings have been held at various capitals.

Reasons for formation

(i) After the Second World  War, the USA and the USSR emerged as the two most 
powerful nations in the world, economically, militarily and politically. They 
began to rival each other for predominance in world affairs. Their rivalry 
was expressed in ideological terms, that is capitalism versus socialism.

 They also began to seek ways of enlisting the support of other nations. 
The newly independent nations of Africa, Asia and the Middle East were 
concerned about the strategy to adopt in the context of the power rivalry 
between the super powers.

 Participants at the Bandung Conference thus resolved that the newly 
independent states would adopt a strategy in which they would avoid 
being under the control of either of the power blocs. They resolved that in 
their relations with the super powers and any other state, they would not 
automatically and permanently support any of the states in all issues. The 
strategy was therefore adopted in response to the Cold War and attempts by 
the super powers to control the newly independent states.

(ii) They adopted the non-aligned strategy to influence the behaviour and 
attitudes of the super powers and make them realise the dangers they were 
posing to international peace and security. Non-aligned countries were, for 
example, opposed to the arms race.

(iii) The newly independent states wished to establish their own distinct 
identities in world politics to avoid control by Europe. They wished to act as 
equal members of the international community.
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(iv) They wanted to safeguard their independence and show their citizens that 
they were truly independent. They also wanted to use their strength of 
independence from the super power and their unity of purpose to pressurise 
for the independence of countries that were still under the colonial yoke.

(v) The developing countries wanted to use their unity to fight further economic 
exploitation by the west. While their interest was to develop their economies 
which had been shattered by colonialism, the developed countries wanted 
to further exploit the economies and natural resources of the developing 
countries.

(vi) The developing countries were convinced that by being non aligned they 
would benefit from aid from both blocs to finance their development 
projects.

Performance

Since the Bandung Conference of 1955, the Non-Aligned Movement has held 
several other conferences where issues concerning member states are discussed.  
The conferences are held on a rotational basis every four years in the capitals 
of member states. They are attended by the heads of states and governments of 
member states.
The Non-Aligned Movement has, over the years, increased its influence in 
world affairs through membership to the UN. The Non-aligned countries form a 
majority in the UN General Assembly.

Non-alignment has been regarded as an important diplomatic weapon for 
influencing the super powers and securing maximum assistance from the rest of 
the developed world. It has enabled member countries to formulate policies freely 
and according to their needs and situations.

Challenges

(a) Disagreements, conflicts and at times wars between member states have 
affected the performance of the movement. In Africa such conflicts/wars 
arose as a result of Somalia’s border claims against Kenya and Ethiopia. In 
Asia, the conflicts occurred between Cambodia and Thailand over their 
borders, India and Sri Lanka over the Tamils,  India and Pakistan over 
Kashmir.

(b) The movement has been affected by political instability due to civil wars and 
military coup d’etats in some member states.











122

African Countries development has experienced growth and decline. Some 
cases of good performance include Botswana, Tunisia and Mauritius. There was 
a dramatic post conflict recovery in Uganda, Rwanda and Mozambique. Many 
countries which experienced credible growth included countries such as Ghana 
which has succeeded in reducing poverty and it is on its way to middle income 
status. 

African Countries development did not develop with the same pattern. This is 
because in terms of growth in entrepreneurship and markets, the determinant 
factor was on a large extend determined by appropriateness of Land for the use 
by the Europeans, whether they were individual settlers or corporations. Natural 
resources rich countries also developed faster in industry due to lower cases of 
entry and less risks. Poorly endowed Countries are not quite as competitive on 
investment. In terms of choice of products and means of production in various 
markets, west Africa was more market oriented than other sub Saharan African 
regions. Africa also has very diverse heterogeneous regions Countries with similar 
endowments have offered considerably.

After independence the post colonial African states changed military systems 
with democracy. The desire was to maintain sovereignty and security to avoid 
disintegration of people and maintain peace and security. This post colonial 
governments also desired to build national unity among its people who were 
divided by colonialists based on ethnicity, language and religious differences. 
Development was meant to eradicate poverty, diseases and ignorance. In 1960’s 
and 1970’s there was growth in African  economies. In the late 1970’s and 1980’s  it 
slowed down due to aftermath of oil prices shock and perverse state intervention. 

There followed about two decades of painful but necessary reforms and adjustments 
commonly referred to as Structural Adjustment Programmes (SAPS). European 
nations put in place certain conditions for example calling on African Countries 
to have multiparty democracies for transparency and accountability. Most 
African nations had adapted single party systems in the hope that it would unite 
the diverse ethnic groups found in countries. Structural Adjustment Programmes 
also called for less expenditure by governments through cost sharing of basic social 
services such as health and Education. These measures hampered development 
and growth in these areas.
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Source 3

Study the cartoon. What is the cartoonist’s message about how Africa was before and 
how it is now using the two images? To what extend do you think it is true?

After colonialism, African countries  maintained more or less economic models 
based on the colonial masters. The European countries and increasingly the united 
states of America dominated economies of African countries. They continued to 
export raw materials leading to western industries thriving and African economies 
not developing. Inability of African  Countries economies  to thrive led to these 
countries enlisting for aid. Loans for Africa became the link between African 
countries and their exploitative colonial masters. The loans bore high interests 
and repaying these loans led to underdevelopment and impoverishing African 
peoples. These loans have also created a dependency syndrome.

1980’s marked a shift from administrative to market means and resources 
allocation. Growth was rapid in former French colonies due to their convertible 
currency that helped to avoid supplementary and quality controls witnessed in 
former British colonies. Internal and External factors such as peace and stability 
improved governance, economic reforms and stronger donor support especially 
in debt relief have inspired confidence and stimulated investment flows. Diaspora 
remittances have also been increasing steadily. Countries like Tunisia, Mauritius, 
Cape Verde and Botswana are good examples of rapid growth accompanied by 
rapid decline in poverty and inequality. Early attention to Education, gender 
equality and good governance played a great role to this scenario.
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Development of African countries has also been through creation of economic 
communities and partnerships. The Organisation of African unity (OAU) for 
example created the African Economic community to create regional partnerships 
in 1997. In 2001, the African Union(AU) was formed further advancing the idea of 
regional economic partnerships. These partnerships include for example, the East 
African  community where South Sudan is currently a member. Other members 
are Kenya, Uganda, Tanzania, Rwanda and Burundi. Latin American countries 
on the other hand have made considerable progress. These led to five countries 
in this region being classified  as upper middle economies by the world bank. 
Though progress has been slow compared to countries in East Asia for example 
China. 

These countries include Chile, Mexico, Colombia, Venezuela and Colombo. They 
sustained growth because after independence these countries entered a period of 
political control of internal affairs, enacted liberalisation reforms and benefited 
from favourable external conditions. Some Latin American countries for example 
Chile and Argentina managed to keep pace with advanced economies.

As noted above, Africa has made some comerable progress in development 
after long periods of colonialism. However there is still notable overreliance on 
developed countries. Many multinational corporations invest in Africa due to 
cheap labour and to extract her natural resources and take their profile home 
leaving Africa underdeveloped.  Aid from European countries normally send as 
humanitarian assistance is invested in water and so on with little investment in 
education and labour force. Where as Africa has been able to provide education 
to her citizens, unavailability of work leads to mass exodus from their homes and 
countries altogether Education thus seems to lose value. 

Source 4

Contrary to popular belief, Africa’s civil wars are not due to its ethnic and 
religious diversity. Using recently developed models of the overall incidence 
of civil wars in 161 countries between 1960 and 1999, we draw lessons with 
special reference to Africa, showing that the relatively higher incidence of 
war in Africa is not due to the ethno-linguistic fragmentation of its countries, 
but rather to high levels of poverty, failed political institutions and economic 
dependence on natural resources. We argue that the best and fastest strategy 
to reduce the incidence of civil war in Africa and prevent future civil wars is 
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3. Terrorism

Terrorism has contributed to conflicts in Africa. In Kenya for example terrorism 
has lead to violence due to its proximity to Somalia which has been known to have 
links with extremist groups such as Al Qaeda and Al shabaab. Lack of beneficial 
leaders in Africa after independence has also contributed to out break of conflicts. 
African leaders are selfish and have no desire to share power. This has contributed 
to outbreak of revolutions as people struggle to out such leaders for example in 
Egypt.

Source 5

To what extend do you think that current conflicts in Africa are related to the religions 
animosity shown in the image?
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Fig. 7.2: An Al Shabaab troup

4. Lack of support for basic rights in the region

Lack of support for basic rights in the region coupled with lack of supporting 
institutions and the International community’s political will too help in building 
peace and stability causes conflicts. If the scale of destruction and fighting was 
in Europe, people would be calling it World War III and the whole world would 
move in to mediate. It is important for Africans to realize that there must be 
solutions to their problems. 

5. Poor governance

Poor governance, corruption and mismanagement in Africa has led to conflicts. 
African states have failed to deliver services and provide reasonable economic 
conditions for example employment and income. This leads to economic 
stagnation and conflicts due to poverty, political, social and  economic problems.

6. Natural resources have greatly contributed to conflicts in Africa. 

Most countries endowed with resources are mostly in conflict. Resources in 
Africa are considered “a curse ”and not a blessing. For years, Nigerian’s oil rich 
South Delta Region has been the scene of repeated clashes. People felt that the 
government, military and foreign companies were accruing more at the expense 
of the people who believed that they must fight to enjoy the benefits of their oil. 
Sierra Leones decade long civil war was Congo is due to a number of complex 
reasons including conflicts over basic resources such as water access and control 
over resources and various political agenda. This has been fuelled by various 
National and International corporations and other regimes which have an interest 
in the outcome of the conflicts. Sudan and South Sudan were involved in conflicts 
over the oil rich region of Abyei in 2012.
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Gaafar Nimeiry’s government suspended political parties and introduced Islamic 
legal code at the national level. Al Bashir after getting to power carried out purges 
and the executions in the upper ranks of the army. He banned associations 
and political parties and imprisoned leading political figures and  journalists. 
Differences in language, religion, ethnicity and political power led to civil war 
raging to about twenty years: In 1995, the United Nations imposed sanctions in 
Sudan due to human rights violations, religious persecutions and allegations about 
Sudan being a safe haven for terrorists. This was after an Islamic fundamentalist 
group welcomed Osama Bin Laden in the country.

Year Event

1990 Sudan became a one party state under the National Congress 
party (NCP).

2000 The presidential elections at Turabi introduced a bill to reduce 
the president’s power prompting Al Bashir to order a dissolution 
and declare a state of emergency.

2003 The Sudan Liberation Movement (SLMA) or Army and Justice 
and Equality movement groups in Darfur took up arms accusing 
the Sudanese government of oppressing non-Arab Sudanese in 
favour of Arab Sudanese precipitating war in Sudan. This conflict 
was described as genocide and the international criminal court 
(ICC) in the Hague issued two arrest warrants for Sudanese 
president Al Bashir.

2005 The government signed the Nairobi Comprehensive Peace 
Agreement with the Sudan People’s Liberation Movement 
(SPLM) with the objective of ending the war. This led to the 
establishment of the United Nations mission in Sudan (UNMIS) 
by the United Nations Security Council pledging to support its 
implementation.

2011 There was a referendum and the result was a unanimous vote in 
favour of secession of South Sudan.
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Republic of China is one of Sudanese major trading partners. The country sells 
to Sudan arms which have been used in military operations such as conflicts in 
Darfur and South Kordofan.

Agriculture remains the main source of income and employment at household 
level. It makes up a third of the economic sector. Though agricultural production 
is sometimes hampered by drought, political instability diverse weather and weak 
world agricultural prices. The International Monetary Fund (IMF) has been 
working hand in hand with the Khartoum government to implement sound macro 
economic policies. This followed a turbulent period in the 1980’s when the debt 
ridden Sudan’s relation with the IMF and the World Bank soured culminating to 
its eventual suspension from the IMF. Merowe Dam also known as Merowe Multi 
Purpose Hydro project is a large construction project situated on the river Nile. It 
generates ninety percent of the country’s electricity.

Social developments

In sports Sudan has been mainly involved in athletics and football to high levels. 
In 1972 Sudan’s national football team participated in the Olympic games in 
Munich. Sudan’s major football teams are Al Hilall and El merreikh In 1956,Sudan 
hosted the first African Cup of Nations football competition and won the African 
cup of Nations once in 1972. 

Education in Sudan is free and compulsory to children aged between 6 to 13 
years. Arabic is the primary language at all levels. Most schools are concentrated 
in urban areas. Sudan have nineteen universities. Education at secondary and 
university levels has been seriously hampered by the requirement that most males 
should perform military service before completing their education. 

The health sector though faced with numerous challenges has greatly improved. 
In 1995, Sudan’s government put in place the social health insurance sector 
to improve healthcare. In 2006, free emergency care for the first 24 hours was 
announced for free.. Free finance policy for children below five years and pregnant 
women was adopted in 2008. The government embarked on developing detailed 
road maps to provide universal health coverage to its population.
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Key dates in South Sudan’s history

Year Event

1956 Sudan becomes independent but Southern states are unhappy 
with their lack of autonomy Tension leads to fighting that lasts 
up to 1972, when the South is promised some degree of self 
government.

1983 Fighting begins again after the Sudan government cancels the 
autonomy arrangement.

2011 South Sudan becomes an independent  country after over 20 
years of guerilla warfare which claimed the lives of at least 1.5 
million people and close to 4 million displaced.

2012 Disagreements with Sudan over the oil rich region of Abyei 
erupt into fighting known as the Hegling crisis. A peace deal 
is reached in June 2012 that created a 10km demilitarised zone 
along the border.

2013 Civil war breaks out after the President Salva Kiir sacks the 
cabinet and accuses Vice President Riek Machar of planning a 
failed coup. Over 2.2 million people were displaced and severe 
famine broke out putting the lives of many others at risk.

2015 Warring sides sign a peace deal to end the civil war even though 
the conflict continued.

2016 President Salva Kiir announces the launch of a National Dialogue 
Initiative with the aim of protecting and preserving the unity 
of the people of the South Sudan. This assisted to reduce the 
people’s suffering, restore the economy and focus on state and 
nation building.

Economic and Social Development
South Sudan’s major export is oil. Oil accounts for almost all the totality of exports 
and around sixty percent of her wealth. South Sudan being land locked, relies 
on a pipeline to Port Sudan on Sudan’s Red Sea coast. An agreement was signed 
between the two countries in 2012. 
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South Sudan has vast and largely untapped natural resources and a subsistence 
economy. Agriculture and pastrolism are also major economic activities. Economic 
performance though, has continued to deteriorate due to civil war, sharp fall in 
oil production, and collapse of global oil prices. These factors lead to budgetary 
deficits which in turn lead to huge domestic and international debts. South Sudan 
exports timber to the international market from western and central Equatoria, 
River Nile is another major natural feature of South Sudan. The South Sudan 
region contains many natural resources such as petroleum, iron, ore, copper, 
zinc, chromium, silver, gold and hydropower. In 2012, the world bank gave the 
government of South Sudan an investment loan to build rural and inter-urban 
roads and highways.

The South Sudanese government is keen to attract investors to develop production. 
South Sudan has more than eighteen national game parks, game reserves, bird 
sanctuaries and other protected areas to attract potential investment in tourism. 
However, South Sudan economy is still one of the world’s weakest and most 
underdeveloped. Most villages have no electricity, running water and its overall 
infrastructure lacking, with few paved roads.

Socially South Sudan has made tremendous growth to improve health and 
primary education especially in the years following the 2005 Comprehensive 
Peace Agreement. The 2010 census estimated that 27% of the 15 years and above 
population in South Sudan was literate. The literacy rate for males standing at 
40% compared to 16% to females.






